
 

Happy New Year everybody!  

 

Well, weôve lived through the millennial change and weôre now facing a new decade. 

 

Some pretty memorable events occurred in 2009 including the inauguration of Barack 

Obama, the first African American US president; Capt. Sullenberger safely landed his US 

Airways jet in the Hudson River saving the lives of 155 passengers and crew of 5; the 

Steelers won their 6 th  Super Bowl ï beating the Cardinals 27 -23 (remember, Iôm originally 

from Pittsburgh); long shot, Mine That Bird (what kind of a name is that for a horse?) won 

the Kentucky Derby; pop singer and superstar, Michael Jackson died; Sarah Palin, former 

VP candidate stepped down as governor of Alaska and SISCV raised nearly $40,000 in fundraising events.   

 

Proceeds from these events helped fund our Womenôs Outreach and Community Service Programs, a major dona-

tion was made to the Sheila R. Veloz Breast Imaging Center and we continued our support of SIA Club Campaign 

and SI projects.  

 

In June, we hosted the highly successful Fiesta Poker Tournament  which grossed over $16,000.  In October, we 

presented the 6 th  annual Bras for a Cause event, Sisterhood of the Traveling Bra ï Bras from Around the 

World and raised a whopping $23,000.  On November 11, we made a $10,000 donation to the Sheila R. Veloz 

Breast Imaging Center to assist with the purchase of a technologically advanced ultrasound machine to benefit the 

women and girls of the Santa Clarita Valley.  

 

On December 2, current members, past members, guests from our agencies and local dignitaries celebrated our 

clubôs 35th  Anniversary (chartered December 3, 1974).  We received proclamations from Councilwoman Marsha 

McLean on behalf of the City of Santa Clarita and from Ed Masterson, representing Cameron Smyth, on behalf of the 

38 th  District of the California Assembly.  The proclamations were presented in recognition of the 35 years of our 

service and commitment to the City of Santa Clarita and its citizens.  During that time, SISCV raised and donated 

nearly one million dollars to local non -profits, citizens in need, SIA and international projects directed at improving 

the lives of women and girls.   

The evening included recognition of eight past presidents of our club. (See story and photos on page 3).  

 

Our annual Holiday Party was held at the Paseo club on December 16  with a gift exchange and lots of happy faces.  

(See story and photos on page 4).  

 

Soroptimist ñelvesò were busy in December as they shopped and wrapped for families from Single Mothers Out-

reach.  The gifts were presented to the families from under the Christmas tree at Valencia Acura two days before 

Christmas.  (See story and photos on page 5).  

 

With 2009 in the history books, I look forward to 2010 with energy and enthusiasm for the challenges that lie ahead 

and the fun and camaraderie that we share as part of our service lives.  

 

I wish you all the happiest New Year and remember, our first Membership Retreat is scheduled for January 6 at TPC.  

This will be our first meeting in the new venue and will begin at 6 pm.  Hope to see our entire membership at this 

meeting.  Watch your email for more on the Retreat.  
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Outreach Programs - Our Agencies At Work 

 

 

 

Domestic Violence Center  

The Mission of the Domestic Violence Center is to: 

§ Promote and preserve non-violent non-abusive family systems through intervention, prevention and education.  

§ Provide round the clock shelter and counseling with professionalism and compassion to families in crisis due to violence in 

the home.  

§ Raise public awareness of physical, emotional and sexual abuse in relationships in order to eliminate the cycle of violence.  

§ Work with victims  as a liaison to the court system, law enforcement and public agencies.  

§ Empower victims to overcome domestic violence.  

§ Be the premier resource for domestic violence services in the Santa Clarita Valley.  

Volunteer Services  

Volunteers provide a critical role at the center.  

Volunteers are now being recruited for the following posi-

tions:  

ß Childcare during support group meetings  

ß Event staff at fundraising events  

ß Office support  

ß Dentists to help families with dental care 

ß Lawyers - to work pro bono  

ß Handyman  

To volunteer please email volunteerdvc@gmail.com. 

The Domestic Violence Center provides the       

following programs:  

¶ Emergency shelter 

¶ 24 hour hotline 

¶ 6ÖÔÌÕɀÚɯÚÜ××ÖÙÛɯÎÙÖÜ×Ú 

¶ Crisis intervention  

¶ Individual counseling 

¶ "ÏÐÓËÙÌÕɀÚɯÛÏÌÙÈ×à 

¶ Legal service referrals 

¶ "ÖÜÙÛɯÈ××ÙÖÝÌËɯÉÈÛÛÌÙÌÙɀÚɯ×ÙÖÎÙÈÔ 

¶ Community outreach education  

¶ Community service program  

¶ Teen/Youth Services - "Hurt No More" Pro-

gram 

¶ Individual Counseling  

¶ Support group  

¶ Community Outreach and Education on 

Teen Dating Violence 

¶ Teen Hotline (661) 254-TEEN (8336) 

To make a donation or learn more about the Domestic 

Violence Center, contact them at: 

  661-259-8175 

http://www.dvcsantaclarita.com/index.html 

http://www.dvcsantaclarita.com/index.html##
http://www.dvcsantaclarita.com/index.html##
http://www.dvcsantaclarita.com/volunteer.html##
http://www.dvcsantaclarita.com/volunteer.html##
mailto:volunteerdvc@gmail.com
http://www.dvcsantaclarita.com/services.html##
http://www.dvcsantaclarita.com/services.html##
http://www.dvcsantaclarita.com/index.html
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35th Anniversary Celebration 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

That time-honored cliché clearly applies to the members of Soroptimist International of Santa Clarita Valley 
as the club celebrates its 35th anniversary.  Chartered on December 3, 1974, the club has been an integral part 
of the growth of Santa Clarita Valley and its members have enthusiastically worked for 35 years to deliver on 
the clubõs mission of helping to improve the lives of women and girls locally and around the world. 

 

The Womenõs Outreach Program which the club has sponsored for more than 20 years has provided sup-
port to numerous SCV agencies including the Family and Child Center, Domestic Violence Center, Single 
Mothers Outreach and other non-profits when the agency itself is unable to provide support through its 
normal channels.  As the Chairperson for the Outreach program, Past President Diane Benjamin, a 22-year 
member of the club says, òitõs heartwarming to know that weõre there as a backup for these agencies and are 
able to make a difference in the life of a woman who just needs that little extra bit of help.ó 

 

òService organizations are an important part of any community and the value they bring is often immeasur-
able, but it is also important that the members of those organizations have fun while doing good and thatõs 
what our club is all about,ó says President Donna Kreutz.  òBeing a member of SISCV carries a certain status 
because of our roots, but our members also enjoy being part of the club.  In addition to our regular meet-
ings, we gather at a memberõs home for Friendship Night the fourth Wednesday of every month.ó 

 

For the past six years, in honor of Breast Cancer Awareness Month, SISCV has sponsored an event known 
as Bras for a Cause.ó  This social event brings together lingerie art, gift baskets, silent auction items, and wine 
tasting.  This yearõs event raised more than $23,000 and on November 11 2009, the club presented Terry 
Bucknall, Director of the Sheila R. Veloz Breast Imaging Center with a check for $10,000.  òIt feels so good 
to donate that money, says Sandi Naba, President-Elect and Co-Chair of the event, òand to know that the 
donation goes to the core of our mission.ó  Co-Chair, Lori Hollister agrees, òItõs knowing that youõre part of 
an organization that is international in scope, but that we are also able to have such an impact on the well-
being of our local women and girls that makes being a Soroptimist so rewarding.ó 

 

In 2002, SISCV donated $10,000 to complete the Breast Imaging Center.  As a result, one of the examination 
rooms at the facility is dedicated to Soroptimist.  Gail Rocco-Mack, Past President and breast cancer survi-
vor, received the first mammogram ever performed at the Center.  

 

Cheri Fleming, owner of Valencia Acura and Governor of the Camino Real Region says, òAs the Governor 
of 27 clubs in the Region and a member of SISCV, I couldnõt be more proud of our club.  The impact it has 
had on Santa Clarita for the past 35 years is impressive.  Since its beginning, the club has raised and donated 
close to a million dollars to local and international programs focused on improving the lives of women and 
girls.  Thatõs something to be proud of.ó 

SISCVõs Past Presidents 

From left to right: Gail Rocco-Mack, Carolyn Nelson, Cheri Flem-

ing, Carolyn Brimer, Karen Ilich, Diane Benjamin and Darlene Fink 

Governor Cheri Fleming and 

Cameron Smyth 

President Donna Kreutz and 

Governor Cheri Fleming 










